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NC Executive Order 141 Summary 
Some Non-Essential businesses can now reopen as long as they follow certain 
guidelines (unless not allowed as noted in Executive Order 141)

Requirements for Businesses:

continued

•  Limit occupancy to no more than 50% of 
approved fire capacity (if no approve fire 
capacity, then no more than twelve customers 
for every 1,000 square feet for the total 
building-including the parts of the building not 
accessible to the public) 

•  Limit customer/worker occupancy so that 
customers social distance at least six feet apart 

•  Mark six feet of spacing in point of sale lines, 
high traffic areas, or where customers may wait 
for service

•  Develop a plan to perform frequent and 
routine cleaning of high-touch areas with EPA 
approved disinfectant for SARS-CoV-2 (the virus 
that causes COVID-19) 

•  Provide hand sanitizer (when available) 
•  Conduct daily symptom screening of workers 

using questionnaire before allowing staff to 
enter the workplace 

•  Immediately send symptomatic staff home 
and immediately isolate workers should 
symptoms ever arise during work hours 

• Post signage at entrances to note the 
approved 50% fire capacity, remind customers 
to social distance and remain six feet apart, and 
request that persons who are or have recently 
been symptomatic to not enter the site

In addition to the above requirements, restaurants 
may open for on-premises consumption as long as 
they also abide by the requirements below:
o Arrange the restaurant so that customers 

sitting at a table are not within six (6) feet of any 
customers sitting at another table. Each group 
of customers sitting at a counter should be 
separated from other groups by six (6) feet. This 
does not require servers and wait staff to stay 
six (6) feet away from customers.

o Limit customers at tables so that no more 
than ten (10) people are seated together at the 
same table. However, more than ten (10) people 
may sit together at the same table if they are 
members of the same household and do not 
need to stay six (6) feet apart. 

o Increase disinfection during peak times or high 
customer density times, and disinfect all shared 
objects (e.g., dining tables, booths, counters, 
payment terminals, tables, countertops/bars, 
receipt trays, condiment holders, and reusable 
menus) between each use. 

o Promote frequent use of hand-washing and 
hand sanitizer for wait staff and food service 
staff throughout the shift and upon reporting 
to work. Hand washing must at least meet the 
requirements specified in the North Carolina 
Food Code Manual. 

In addition to the above requirements, Personal 
Care, Grooming, and Tattoo Businesses may 
reopen as long as they also abide by the additional 
requirements below:
o Ensure that all equipment that comes into 

direct personal contact with customers and all 
furniture in service areas (such as chairs, capes, 
and the shampooing area in a barber shop or 
salon) is completely cleaned and disinfected 
between each customer. 

In addition to the above requirements, indoor or 
outdoor pool facilities (whether stand-alone, part 
of other facilities, in a commercial setting, or at 
residential complexes – not including family pools 
at people’s homes) may operate, as long as they 
also abide by the additional requirements below:
o Limit the user capacity in the pool to no more 

than 50% of maximum occupancy as 
determined by fire code (or, when fire code 
number is not known, thirty-three (33) people 
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per one thousand (1000) square feet in deck 
areas, wading pools and splash pads), and a 
maximum occupancy in the water often (10) 
people per one thousand (1000) square feet. 
This user capacity is the Emergency Maximum 
Occupancy for the pool facility. 

In addition to the above requirements, child care 
facilities may open to serve all children as long 
as they also abide by the additional requirements 
below:
o Follow all applicable NCDHHS guidelines. 

Before reopening, child care facilities shall 
submit to NCDHHS the Emergency Child Care 
Provider Application. NCDHHS must approve 
the Emergency Child Care Provider Application

o Conduct a daily health screening on all 
individuals who are entering the building. 

o Immediately isolate sick workers and children 
from the rest of the facility and send them 
home. 

o Have a plan to work with local health 
departments to identify close contacts of 
confirmed cases in the child care setting. 

In addition to the above requirements, Day Camps 
may open as they also abide by the additional 
requirements below:
o Follow all applicable NCDHHS guidelines. 
o Conduct a daily health screening on all 

individuals who are entering the building. 
o Immediately isolate sick workers and children 

from the rest of the facility and send them 
home. 

o Public schools operating day camps and 
programs may open for the purpose of the day 
camp or program, but must otherwise remain 
closed to the general public. 

o Have a plan to work with local health 
departments to identify close contacts of 
confirmed cases in the camp setting. 

In addition to the above requirements, Overnight 
Camps may open as they also abide by the 
additional requirements below:
o Follow all applicable NCDHHS guidelines. 
o Conduct daily symptom screening of workers. 
o Immediately isolate sick campers and staff 

away from others. 
o If a camper or staff member has been 

diagnosed with COVID-19 or is presumed 
positive by a medical professional due to 
symptoms, the camper or staff member should 
be isolated away from other campers and staff 
until they meet the CDC criteria for release 
from isolation: 

o No fever for at least 72 hours since recovery 
(without the use of fever reducing medicine); 
and 

o Other symptoms have improved ( e.g., 
coughing, shortness of breath); and 

o At least ten (I0) days have passed since first 
symptoms.

o Have a plan to work with local health 
departments to identify close contacts of 
confirmed cases in a camp setting 

o Perform ongoing and routine environmental 
cleaning and disinfection of high touch 
areas (e.g., doors, doorknobs, rails) with an 
EPA approved disinfectant for SARS-Co V-2 
(the virus that causes COVID-19), increasing 
disinfection during peak times or high camper 
density times. 

Long-term care, skilled nursing, adult care 
homes, family care homes, mental health group 
homes, and intermediate care facilities shall 
develop policies regarding mitigation of spreading 
and also how to address staff who are ill, and 
screen before their shift for symptoms following 
NCDHHS/CDC guidelines.


